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JESUS SPEAKS ON ADULTERY
SERMON ON THE MOUNT 8


Please turn in your bibles to Matthew chapter 5. 


Last week we read about what Jesus had to say about murder. And as we saw, He went deeper than just the surface level regarding the commandment. We will see this again today. Jesus is a wisdom teacher. Because of that He keeps peeling the layers off the onion in order to get down to the nitty gritty regarding the laws of God. They are more than just statutes. They are the wisdom that lead us closer to the mind of God. 

We often talk about patterns and how helpful they are because they help to band the wisdom of God into something that is easier to work through. Last week, when talking about murder, Jesus delved into what so often precipitates the act of murder. It is the de-humanizing, the removal of dignity that takes one down the path to anger. Anger can then result in a murderous rage that can lead to the injury, if not death of another person who is created in the image of God. The same logic will be in play as we read of what Jesus says about adultery. There is more that is going on, beyond the manifested act of adultery. There is something wrong with the heart. And as it begins there, much more is going on inside than what we see when the act actually takes place. Let’s look at what Jesus has to say about something that is a very serious issue and that should never take place among anyone – let alone God’s people in a new kingdom that was being inaugurated by the king of kings. 



Matt. 5:27   h“You have heard that it was said, i‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that jeveryone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 kIf your right eye lcauses you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into mhell. 30 kAnd if your right hand lcauses you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into mhell.


Once again, Jesus comes out swinging for the fences. He addresses an important issue and for the most part, aims this at men. We can see this by His wording. He addresses men looking at women. This is not to say that women can’t have the same issues, but for the most part, this effects men – at least at the root of the argument, more than it does women. Jesus begins by quoting the seventh commandment. 

Ex. 20:14   q“You shall not commit adultery.
Last week He talked about the sixth commandment. It has been said of Jesus that He changed the Law. But I don’t think that is correct. As He said Himself, He didn’t come to do away with or deconstruct the Torah. He came to fulfill, (fill full/ embody) the Torah. Therefore, we can’t say that He is saying anything new or giving a new interpretation. It may be true that it hadn’t been taught this way before, but that doesn’t mean He is saying anything new. He is saying what the intent was from the beginning. It just hadn’t been mined for all of its wisdom prior to Jesus. So, you can say what He is saying is new in one sense, but it isn’t really new at all. It is just that Jesus is going back to the original intent – the original ideal. 

Jesus, in quoting the seventh commandment does nothing here to do away with or tone down what Torah has to say about adultery. He can be seen as upping the ante. But once again, I don’t believe that this is what He is doing in the truest sense. Once again, He is simply getting back to the original intent. After all, if all He is saying is to lead us down the path of the ultimate way His kingdom is to run, then we should expect a greater righteousness than we have seen thus far in the Bible. 

Please remember that righteousness is defined as being in right relationship with God and others. Having said that, it is interesting to see that now that He is working through the commandments, He has started not with the first half of the decalogue, but the second half. The first half of the 10 commandments deal with our right relationship with God. The second half deals with our right relationships with others. This is another reason Jesus could say what He did about the Law and Prophets hanging on loving God with your heart, soul, and mind, and loving one’s neighbor as oneself. 

I think that is interesting. Jesus, after having said who His kingdom was for and through whom He would work, begins by instructing us on how we are to relate to others. He didn’t begin with how we were to relate to Him – or did He? Remember, as we saw last week, we can’t be in right relationship with Him if we are not in right relationships with others. 

At any rate, Jesus, in dealing with the issue of adultery, is working off of what He said about murder. The logic follows in what we see this week. And what we see next week will continue to build off of what we see this week. Jesus’ next subject is that of marriage. You can see the logical structure of His argument. 

As was said earlier, Jesus quotes directly from the 10 commandments. But He doesn’t leave it there. He goes deeper. 


Matt. 5:27   h“You have heard that it was said, i‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that jeveryone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

Jesus has moved from the physical act to that of the heart. This is the same thing He did last week. He moved from the act of murder into the heart and how the de-humanizing of people, in Jesus’ eyes is just as bad. Do you remember how we saw Jesus increasing the punishment as the infraction was listed in descending order? He went from murder to anger, to a public insult, to calling someone an idiot. Calling someone an idiot would lead one to ultimate court – that being the judgment of God. 

Jesus is now working “backwards” again, going from the physical act of adultery to what is going on prior to the physical act. Jesus says that if a man looks on a woman with the intention of lusting after her, he has already committed adultery with her, “in his heart.” How can Jesus say this? Surely not actually committing the act, surely restraining oneself is better than actually doing it. Yes. It is good if we have not actually committed the physical act. However, just as we saw last week, there is still something going at a deeper, more personal level that is just as bad. And the wisdom of this is that it runs along the same track. 

The word translated as look is a present, active participle. That means that is something happening in the present that continues for a time. The word “look” doesn’t meant to notice. It actually, in this case, refers to what we would call ogling. It is the concerted stare. It is staring for the purpose of conjuring up an image or fantasy. Women are aware of this. And I’ve never known of a woman who liked it. It has most often been described to me as “creepy”. And this goes to the heart of the matter. When this happens, keeping with what we learned last week, the woman is being objectified. She is being seen as something less than human. She is being seen as a piece of meat to be had. She has been de-humanized. She has been stripped of her dignity. That is the first offense. But it goes beyond that. The man is now, according to Jesus, conjuring up an image. This is what is meant by, “looking upon a woman to lust”. At that point in time the man is fantasizing, at least to some extent. 

Thinking along the line of patterns, if we go back to the fall in the garden, what was it that led to the trouble in the garden once the serpent pointed Adam and Eve to the tree of knowledge of Tov and Ra? 

Genesis 3:6,7
6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise,2 she took of its fruit xand ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, yand he ate. 7 zThen the eyes of both were opened, aand they knew that they were naked.


1John 2:16 For all that is in the world—xthe desires of the flesh and ythe desires of the eyes and pride of life3—is not from the Father but is from the world.

Eve saw the fruit of the tree and then she took it. This is what is going on when someone looks upon a woman to lust. As we can see in 1 John, the word commonly translated lust has been translated as desire. And that is what lust is. But it is an unhealthy desire. And the fantasy is looking, as did Eve, and then taking something, as did Eve, that was off limits. It both cases, something is going on that just shouldn’t be. 
In the case of the garden, at the root of the problem is the fact that God’s word was in doubt. And that is actually what is going on with the stare. Something that is off limits is being desired because at some level the word of God is in doubt. There is something that looks good, something that is desired and thought to bring gratification. However, just as it did in the garden, death follows. It may look good. It may seem like it would bring some gratification, but actually, it will only bring destruction in a number of ways.  

Can we begin to see how this thing works? Not only is the look or stare dangerous and creepy for the woman, but it is also detrimental to the man. What is happening when she is being de-humanized – even in  sense, murdered because she is being robbed of her dignity and worth as a human created in the image of God, but as the man is looking and thinking, he is killing himself on the inside, regardless of whether or not he acts physically. 

He has brought her down to the level of an animal as well as himself. How can that be, in the kingdom of God? It is not to be. And that is why Jesus goes on to say what He says next.


. 29 kIf your right eye lcauses you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into mhell. 30 kAnd if your right hand lcauses you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into mhell.

Wow! That’s a little over the top! By this point we are accustomed to Jesus using hyperbolic imagery to shock His audience and make His point. But it also speaks to how serious this is to Jesus. This is why adultery and marriage are lumped into this section with murder. This is why Jesus addresses these things at the beginning of the sermon. 

Now, we should know that plucking out an eye or cutting off a hand won’t fix the problem. Even if one did those things, the problem would still be there. How do we know that? Because Jesus has already stated that the problem is actually in the heart. Maiming oneself won’t affect the heart. It may hinder committing the act, but the desire will still be there. And that is why Jesus is addressing this issue with Torah. Just checking the boxes on non-committed sinful acts won’t get it. The heart is the heart of the matter. What Jesus is saying in this hyperbolical way is that this is serious business and we should treat the issue as such. Why? Because the end of the matter, just as with insults, and anger being able to lead to murder, the fantasy, despite the damage already done, can lead to the act. But even if it doesn’t, the heart is still damaged. The relationship with God and the woman has been damaged. The relationship with the spouse has been damaged. 

Studies show that viewing pornography damage the relationship between married couples even if the sin is not discovered. The attraction a man once had for his wife tends to wain and cause intimacy issues. And that is just the viewing of it, not actually committing the physical act of adultery. 

Jesus goes on to say that it is better to be without one’s eye or hand than to have one’s whole body cast into Hell, (Gehenna). There is our word again. 

The truth is, as we shall see in Jesus’ teaching on marriage, that the gift of marriage and the intimacy that comes with it, is one of the greatest gifts God could ever give us. If you have a healthy marriage, then I don’t have to tell you that. But, if our view of women is tainted with a de-humanized version of this gift. If we see lust as something less than the evil by which it is portrayed in the bible, then we have a skewed idea of the ideal God intended. 

A man that sees women as something less, let alone his own wife, will, even if he doesn’t act on it physically, will exhibit this way of thinking in some way. She will be devalued and eventually treated as such. And once again, as we have seen, treating someone, anyone, let alone the person with whom we have entered into a covenant with, as something less than the person created in the image of God that they are, is akin to murder. And this is why Jesus takes it so seriously. It is also why we are to take it just as seriously. 

Imagine how the world would look if everyone saw everyone else in this way. Imagine how marriages would be if everyone saw their spouse this way. Imagine how healthy families would be if husbands and wives caught on to this. As we move into Jesus’ teachings on marriage, we will go into this idea further. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Guys, cutting off our hands, plucking out our eyes, making women wear burqas, eliminating them from the equation won’t fix this. As Jesus said, this is an issue of the heart – our hearts. The cure is to see our wives as we ought – remembering the covenant we have with them and God. The cure is to see other women as humans created in the image of God – making sure they are given the value God gives them. In fact, especially within the believing community, we are to see them as sisters. That alone should render them off limits. I pray that we, as Christian men, all see our wives as the most beautiful woman on the planet and therefore, there is no need for the stare. Let’s see our wives and all women as God sees them. Then the problem will be resolved in the heart, for good. 
